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File—Open—Data (or just click on the open folder icon).
Select (highlight) the GSS2004mini file. If the GSS2004mini file hasn’t been transferred to your hard disk, you can 

find it on the CD-ROM that came with this text.

The Data View in the Data Editor consists of columns and rows, with each column representing a different  
variable—their names are at the top—and each row representing one case or “observation” (Exhibit C.1). If you 
are using the student version of SPSS, you are limited to no more than 50 variables and 1,500 observations. (The 
GSS2004mini dataset has 1,404 cases, or observations, and 48 variables. You can confirm this by moving the scroll 
bars on the bottom and right of the Data View). There are no variable/observation limits in the commercial version.

Another screen you should be familiar with is the Variable View screen. To access the variable view screen, click on the 
Variable View tab at the bottom left of the Data Editor (not available in early versions of SPSS for Windows). The Variable 
View screen contains a list of all the variables included in the dataset and their characteristics. Each row corresponds to a 
single variable. Variable characteristics are indicated at the top of each column. When you are in the Variable View mode, 
you can create, edit, or view variable information. Now click on the Data View tab to return to the data view mode.

Looking at the Data

There are several ways to learn more about the variables and numbers that you see in the Data View screen. The names 
of the variables are listed across the top of the screen. You can also see the list of variables in the GSS2004mini file by 
clicking on the variable list icon at the top of the Data Editor screen. When you click on any variable in the resulting 
window, you can see the details that show how it was coded. But the easiest way to learn about the variables in the dataset 
is to switch from the Data View to the Variable View screen by clicking on the tab in the lower left.

You can tell what some variables are just by their SPSS variable names, like SEX. However, many variables are responses 
to specific questions and we can’t tell just what they are on the basis of the shorthand variable name. Instead, we can inspect 
the variable label in the “Label” column corresponding to that variable in the Variable View screen (you may need to widen 
the Label column by dragging the separator line at the top of the column with your mouse).

SPSS understands numbers much better than text, so all the answers to each GSS question have been coded. This 
means that, for every variable, each response category has been assigned a numerical value. For some variables, such 

Exhibit C.1 SPSS Data Editor


